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Talking about the Inspiration of "Historical Records. On the Essentials of Six Schools" to
Modern Life

Chapter 4

Industrious and Frugal Mohists

SHRIVBIBAREF. EFHRENB(ITERERNFINERAR. 2016 F, FEA
HTYEHEPEFRIFLRDENRAN'EFS, BRESES.

The founder of Mohism is Mozi. Mozi's thoughts have a great influence on the Chinese
people. In 2016, China launched the world's first quantum science experiment satellite
called "Mozi" to commemorate him.
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Before the Qin and Han Dynasties, Chinese culture was dominated by the three schools of
Confucianism, Mohism and Taoism. Buddhism was introduced to China during the reign of
Emperor Ming of the Han Dynasty, reached its peak in the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE),
continued to flourish in the Song Dynasty (960-1279), and merged with the native Chinese
culture, and then formed the mainstream culture of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism in
Chinese culture after those dynasties ended. Confucianism and Mohism were both
prominent schools in the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods. At that time, there
was a saying that "if you don't join Confucianism, you will join Mohism". In the late Warring
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States period, Mohism was divided into three schools of Qin Mo, Chu Mo and Qi Mo, and

even Mohism at that time had more influence than Confucianism. Mencius also said, "If the
words of the world do not belong to Yang (Yang Zhu), then they belong to Mo (Mozi)".
Therefore, Tai Shigong also put the Mohist school in an important position.

BAITRBE RSB LANCIE:

Let's first look at Tai Shigong's discussion:

SEEMEE, BUESATER; AEESBA, Ak,

“Mohists are frugal but difficult to follow, so they cannot be followed everywhere;
however, they are strong and irreplaceable.”
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jiNESN

The Mohist school requires a frugal life, which is difficult for ordinary people to bear. Such
requirements cannot be followed and imitated by most people. However, the advantage of
Mohism is that it emphasizes returning to the basics and living with proper savings and a
frugal lifestyle. Such good habits are not to be abandoned.
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”The Mohist school advocated the way of life of Yao and Shun. This way of life valued
thrift and saw simplicity as a virtue: "l live in a short thatched house that is only three feet
high, and the steps made of earth are only three steps. Scraping. The containers for eating
and drinking are the simplest soil-fired containers (pottery). The diet is coarse grains and
wild vegetable soup. In summer, they wear coarse cloth clothes, and in winter they wrap
up in a buckskin for warmth.” Funerals of the school's disciples are very simple, they just
make a coffin three inches in thickness, and the mourners do not cry like ordinary people,
but exercise restraint. Mohists advocate that all people hold funerals according to this
standard. If all live according to the frugal standards of Mohism, then the great harmony
of the world will be realized, people will be equal, and there will be no distinction
between high and low, rich and noble. However, the times are also changing, each
generation is differentt, and everyone's industry and occupation have distinctions.
Therefore, it is difficult for most people to accept such a particularly frugal and poor
lifestyle. However, the "strengthening the basics and saving the use" advocated by the
Mohist school, returning to the basics and the life philosophy of frugality, is the
fundamental principle for people to support their families and gradually become rich. This
is the strength of the Mohist school. Even if you learn the strengths of other schools, you
can't give up its frugal living habits.”
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Mozi's full name was Mo Di. He is a legendary figure, renowned for his knowledge and
ability. Mozi is a descendant of Song people, and Song Dynasty is a descendant of Yin and
Shang. Therefore, Mozi's thoughts inherited the tradition of Yin and Shang, not only
"elevating heaven", but also honoring ghosts. Therefore, the concept that ghosts will find
bad people was not spread by Confucianism, but the inheritance of Mozi's thought. Mozi
imitated Dayu's spirit of water control, completely followed Dayu's line in life, and lived
diligently and frugally. Mozi's thinking was to sacrifice his whole body from top to heels to

Page 3 of 6



Interessensgemeinschaft Asiatische Kultur e.V.
Connecting Minds - Enabling Greatness

WEST MEETS EAST — ANCIENT MEETS MODERN
benefit the world. For the benefit of the people, | can give completely selflessly, from the

top of my head to the soles of my feet, | can sacrifice.
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Mozi had a chivalrous spirit, and it is often said "when the road is uneven, draw your sword
to help". To this day, the chivalrous spirit of Mozi still flows in the blood of the Chinese
nation. The spirit of chivalry is to act bravely and help the weak, difficult or suffering people.
Once, when Chu State wanted to attack Song State, Mozi went to Chu State to persuade it
not to send troops. At that time, the famous Gongshu Ban of Chu State was Lu Ban, the
renowned craftsman patriarch, who invented many tools and weapons for siege. Mozi said,
your weapons are useless, | have a way to break your weapons. If you don't believe me, we
can try it out. Gongshuban took out all the tools and weapons he designed and
manufactured for practice, and Mozi cracked them one by one. In the end, Gongshuban had
no choice but to say, | still have a weapon that | haven't brought out. Mozi said, | know what
you want, you want to kill me. However, since | dared to come, | am not afraid. | have many
students to whom | have taught my skills, and they are as good as | am, or even better. If
you kill me today, tens of thousands of Mozi will stand up to deal with the Chu State, and
you will never be allowed to launch a war of aggression. In this way, Mozi alone quelled a
war between Song and Chu.
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Mozi accepted many students, forming the original Mohist School. The Mohist School is the
earliest non-governmental organization in China, and was characterised by strict discipline.
The Mohist School was very powerful during the Warring States Period, and regarded the
maintenance of justice and morality as its bounden duty. Mozi's students were called "Juzi".
At that time, there were giants in every country, and each giant led some members of the
Mohist school, called "Mozhe". A chivalrous Mohist is called "Mohist". The so-called "Mozi's
disciples are many warriors", "Mozi has a hundred or eighty people who serve, all of whom
can fight fire and death, and die without repaying their heels." Mozi had a very clear view on
"bravery". He said: "There is no one in the world who does not give what he likes and takes
away what he hates. Today, when you hear that there are warriors in your hometown, you
fight and kill them. This is evil courage, not love for courage." It means that people in the
world will protect and take care of what they love, and discard or destroy what they hate. If
a person hears that there is a warrior somewhere, he will compete with him or even kill him.
This is vicious courage, not real bravery. The real bravery advocated by Mozi is not to be
competitive, to fight or even kill people, but to stand up at critical moments for the sake of
the peace and happiness of the common people in the world. This is great courage. In the
history of mankind, those who launched aggressive wars were all vicious. For their own
selfish desires, they resorted to militarism.
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The ancients said: "It is easy to go from frugality to extravagance, but difficult to go from
luxury to frugality”. As people's lives become richer, there are more extravagances and
opportunities for waste. Extravagance and waste have always existed. Compared with
people 2000 years ago, people in our era are even worse. Modern urbanites are even more
extravagant and wasteful.
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How can we be diligent and thrifty at home to make ends meet? These are all things that
modern people need to consider carefully. Modern western economics advocates
"consumption stimulates the economy". People can borrow money to buy anything. In fact,
the essence is that we not only spend our existing money, but also spend our future income.
Now houses, cars, household appliances, and everything in the family can be loaned and
paid in installments, which is a very dangerous thing. If you don't know how to arrange and
plan properly, you may have nothing overnight.
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The Chinese are accustomed to saving money, and then we save enough money to buy
something. If you can't afford it, just wait. As the saying goes: "Don't swell your face and
make yourself fat", that is to say, people should do what they can and don't do things
beyond their ability. We have understood these principles since we were young, and it is the
foundation and hard truth of a rich life that we should use our basic principles and return to
traditional Chinese habits of frugality. When we were young, we would read: "When the day
of hoeing is at noon, sweat drips down to the soil, but the food on the plate is hard-
working." Now | often see diners in restaurants, and | feel sad when there is a lot of food left
over. From the Yellow Emperor, to Yao, Shun and Yu, to Mozi, until now, the hardworking
and frugal living habits are not stingy, but the traditional virtues of the Chinese nation for
thousands of years. We need to find our roots again and find the basic point of happiness in
life .

SERFKNABREZ, NEZF, BiEF, VEZE, 0EZF, ¥EZF, ZBERRZE, ¥
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The Mohist school is abundant with teaching, from philosophy, logic, psychology, ethics,

pedagogy, to natural science, physics, geometry, algebra, optics, etc., waiting for modern
people to continue to study and develop.
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